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Examination of Chen Yi’s Governance in Fujian: A Case Study
of Gao Chengxue (1898—-1943), County Magistrate of Fu’an

Roger Shih-Chieh Lo’

Abstract

After the end of Fujian Incident of 1933, Chen Yi (1887-1950) from Zhejiang was
appointed governor of Fujian province from 1934 to 1941. The significance of
exploring Chen Yi’s governance in Fujian lies in the fact that, compared to provinces
such as Shanxi, Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou, Guangxi, and Guangdong,
which had strong local powers, Chen was directly appointed by Chiang Kai-shek,
emphasizing a central effort to stabilize governance amid the looming Second
Sino-Japanese War. To understand the local impact of Chen Yi’s policies and broader
complexities within local governance, the political career of Gao Chengxue
(1898-1943), the former pirate and later county magistrate of Fu’an, is illuminating as
his roles as an advisor in Chen Yi’s government and as magistrate demonstrate the
interactions between provincial authority and local society. During Gao’s tenure, the
Fu’an Dadaohui (Big Swords Society) Incident occurred, linking local economic
control policies with competition among merchants and elites. This incident reveals
how centralized policies can provoke local responses, challenging assumptions about
local politics being driven solely by corruption or incompetence. An examination of
Chen Yi’s governance also emphasizes the significance of resource allocation by
Chiang’s regime and the need for harmony between government and local
communities. Despite efforts to maintain control, the influence of local power figures,
known as “tuanfa” [, significantly shaped the political landscape in Fujian. In
conclusion, Gao Chengxue’s experience under Chen Yi’s administration provides
valuable insights into the dynamics of local governance in early twentieth-century
China, notably the challenges facing central authority in a politically diverse landscape.

Keywords: Chen Yi, Gao Chengxue, Fujian governance, Fu’an county,
local politics during the Second Sino-Japanese War
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